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singing of the national anthem, he started at the head of
his great army for the Kingdom of Darkness. After
many months of journey through desolate de^ru and
over impassable mountains, the exhausted army reached
the desired destination. But the king, to his great ds-ap-
pointment, remembered that the old man had told him in
a private meeting, that there \\ere about 2000 fountains
in the Kingdom of Darkness, and as regard to color, taMe
and property, they were exactly alike.

"Therefore it would be a matter of impossibility to dis-
tinguish one from the other. Thinking that all the hard-
ships of this arduous journey would be crowned \\ith no
success, and filled with apprehension and terror at the
gloomy darkness enveloping his innumerable legions, with
no possibility of escape, he resigned himself to the hand
of Fate, and began to think how he and his army could
manage to extricate themselves from the impenetrable
gloom. At this juncture, the same old man appeared on
the scene, and the king's hope immediately revived. He
confided to him his great perplexity at not being able to
find the real Fountain of Life, inasmuch as there were
so many of them.

" This is very easy/ the wise one said* *I have come
here especially to relieve your mind from further anxiety
on this point. Here is a dead fish. Take it along with
you. When you reach a fountain, drop it in. If it is
revived, you will know, without a doubt, that you have the
Fountain of Life before your eyes.'

"The old man disappeared in the same mysterious
way. The king thus heartened by the advice of his men-
tor, ordered his army to decamp and to continue the jour-
ney. After several days, they reached a large fountain,
and as soon as the king dropped the fish into the water,
it became a living, moving creature. He prostrated him-
self on the ground, and thanked God for thus guiding